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THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK
Reference Part
This part follows the structure of a typical school-leaving exam
at B2 level and includes:
• information about typical exam task types,
• exam tips and strategies for each type of exam task,
• exercises giving students an opportunity to put the exam tips
into practice,
• lists of useful phrases for the written and spoken parts of the
exam,
• model texts of the most typical tasks used in the written part
of the exam.
A distinguishing feature of the Reference Part is its active
approach to the exam tips: linking them to typical exam tasks
allows students to see how the tips work in practice. The Task
Analysis exercises allow for an in-depth analysis of the exam
task, which will help students avoid making mistakes in the
future.
The Reference Part is closely linked to the Thematic Part,
which makes it easy for the teacher and students to refer
to it at any point when discussing particular topics from
the Thematic Part.

Lexical-grammatical Part
The Lexical-Grammatical Part offers extensive practice of the
Use of English part of the exam. It covers structures that are
typically tested in this part of the exam.
Thematic Part
The Thematic Part consists of twelve units focusing on typical
exam topics. It enables learners to:
• revise and review key vocabulary from each exam topic
(the vocabulary section at the beginning of each unit, the
lead-in exercises in each lesson, the exercises accompanying
the reading and listening texts, the word banks),
• apply and activate exam strategies to complete various types
of exam tasks (exam exercises),
• practise various types of exam tasks in an authentic exam-like
context (exam exercises),
• prepare well for the exam as well as take part in interesting
and diverse lessons,
• learn interesting facts about various cultural aspects of life in
English-speaking countries (the English and the Arts section
and the L        C      boxes).



THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK VERSUS THE STRUCTURE OF THE EXAM
EXAM

LONGMAN EXAM ACCELERATOR
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DISCUSSION
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TALKING ABOUT PHOTOS
P 

Role play

Most of the lexical and
grammar revision exercises
are presented in the form
of typical exam tasks.
This part of the book
also includes the lists of
structures most commonly
tested in the exam.

THEMATIC PART

USE OF ENGLISH

P 

Talking about photos

LEXICALGRAMMATICAL
PART

OR AL E XA M

A wide variety of lexical
and grammar exercises aim
to increase the students'
knowledge of English
structures, collocations,
phrasal verbs and other
phrases which they might
find useful during the oral
exam.
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HOW PARTICULAR PARTS OF THE BOOK ARE RELATED TO EACH OTHER · UNIT 1 PEOPLE
REFERENCE PART

LEXICALGRAMMATICAL
PART

USE OF ENGLISH
W B CC 22

THEMATIC PART  UNIT 1  PEOPLE

V . 10 11  
exam . 1

W B CC 52

2

3

4  

exam . 5  

RE ADING
COMPREHENSION

exam . 3  

M CC 12

exam . 4  

LISTENING
COMPREHENSION

exam . 2  

M  CC 10

OR AL E XA M

exam . 1

S     CC 36

WRITING
D    CC 26

2 3  

exam . 4  

The vocabulary reviewed in the
Word Building section (adjectives
of personality) is useful for
writing a description of person.

exam . 1

2

3  

exam . 4  

WORKING WITH THE BOOK

THE NUMBER OF CONTACT HOURS

The way the book can be used depends on the needs of
a particular group of students. It is the teacher’s decision as to
which parts of the book should be taught from in class and
which should be assigned as homework. This decision should
be made on the basis of the students’ familiarity with the exam
strategies and the format of the exam. The students’ ability to
complete various types of writing tasks and their knowledge
of grammar should also be taken into account. Undoubtedly,
the core of the book is the Thematic Part, as its coursebook
feel enables teachers to use it in class. The Reference Part
introduces exam strategies and language functions which are
then linked to the exam and exam exercises in
the Thematic Part. This enables both the teacher and students
to focus on the practical aspects of the language as well as to
work on developing exam strategies.

The number of contact hours provided by the book depends
on the way the material is used. If you would like to discuss all
the contents of the book in class, you would need 90+ contact
hours. If you would like to cover only the Thematic Part in class,
that would take about 60+ contact hours.

On the other hand, whenever there is a need to refer to the
part of the book containing theory, it can be easily done due to
each section being marked with specific colour and reference
markers. The references to the Lexical-grammatical Part allow
for quick revision of exam task types as well as lexical and
grammar structures typically tested in the Use of English part
of the exam.

However, if you do not have so much time at your disposal but
would still like your students to revise all the available material
before the exam, you could treat large parts of the book as
self-learning material and assign the Reference Part as well as
Writing and Vocabulary sections as homework.

CHECKING STUDENTS’ PROGRESS
Short vocabulary and grammar tests (provided as
photocopiable material in the Teacher’s Book) could be given
to students after each unit has been covered.

5
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STATE SCHOOL-LEAVING EXAMS IN ENGLISH AT B2 LEVEL
Most state school-leaving exams in a modern foreign
language are compulsory for all the students wishing to
graduate from high school. They are typically provided
at two levels of proficiency: the ‘lower’ level, which
corresponds to the A2/B1 levels of the Common European
Framework of Reference scale, and the ‘higher’ level, whose
level is usually described as B2.
The ‘higher’ level of the exam typically comprises two parts:
the written and the oral exam.

WRITTEN EXAM
The typical set-up of the written exam includes:
Listening Comprehension
In this part of the exam, students will usually listen to
3–4 authentic or semi-authentic recordings. Each of
the recordings will be played twice. The recorded text
types might include conversations, lectures, discussions,
narratives, announcements, instructions or media broadcast.
There will usually be one task for the candidates to do
for each of the recordings. The typical task types include:
true/false/no information, various types of matching and
multiple choice tasks and short answers to questions.
Reading Comprehension
In this part of the exam, students will usually read 3-4
authentic or adapted texts. The text types might include
newspaper articles, short stories, letters, emails or
informative texts of various kinds. There will be one task
for each of the texts for the candidates to do. The typical
task types include: various types of matching and multiple
choice tasks, true/false/no information and gap filling.
Use of English
This part usually requires reading 1–4 adapted texts. The
text types are similar to the ones found in the Reading
Comprehension paper but they are usually shorter. Typical
tasks include: multiple choice, open cloze, word building
and error correction. There is also one more type of task that
is often found in the Use of English part of the exam that is
not based on a continuous text: sentence transformations.
This task focuses on rewriting single sentences according to
the instructions given by the exam task.
Writing
In this part of the exam, the candidates are usually supposed
to produce one or two texts. The exam rubrics will state the
communicative aim and the context of the writing task as
well as the word limit that the candidates should adhere to.
Depending on the task type, the candidates might also be
given the title that they should use for their composition,
or the beginning or finishing sentence. Apart from using
correct grammar structures, appropriate language register
and a wide range of vocabulary, the candidates will need
to make sure that their text is logical and coherent and
that it achieves the communicative aim outlined by the
exam task. Typical task types include various types of
formal and informal letters, various types of essays, a story,
a description, a review and an article.

ORAL EXAM
The oral exam might include some or all of the following
components:
Discussion
In this task, the candidate is supposed to have
a conversation with another candidate or with the examiner.
Usually, the candidates are required to discuss their views on
a statement supplied by the exam task. Proper turn-taking is
important, so the candidates should respond appropriately
to what their partner says and speak in a polite and
respectful manner.
Talking about photos
In this part of the exam the candidates are supposed to talk
about a set of pictures. Quite often, they will be asked to
start by describing one of the pictures, and then compare
and contrast it with the other one(s). However, the task
itself is not so much a detailed description of the pictures,
but more a reflection on the problem that is shown in
them. Thus, the candidates should not limit themselves to
describing the picture(s) in great detail, but should try and
develop their speech by speculating about the scenes shown
in them.
Role play
In this task, the students (or the student and the examiner)
are supposed to assume roles outlined by the exam task
and have a guided conversation together. The task will give
the context for the conversation, and will often include
a list of issues that the speakers should talk about in their
conversation. The speakers must say things consistent with
the role they are playing, as well as use correct grammar
structures, language register and vocabulary.
Speaking on a Set Topic
During this part of the oral exam, the candidates are asked
to give a short speech about a topic or to present their
opinion in response to a statement. They might also be
asked to narrate an event or to describe something. It is
important that the candidate’s speech has a clear and
logical structure, and it must also include all the information
required in the exam task.
Various factors are taken into account when evaluating the
student’s performance in the spoken exam. It is useful to
remember that achieving the communicative aim of the
task is as important as the range of vocabulary, fluency and
language accuracy. Additional points are often awarded for
correct pronunciation and intonation.
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The types of tasks used in this section of school-leaving
exams usually include: a true/false/no information
exercise, a matching exercise, a multiple-choice test,
a task which requires giving one or two correct answers
and a task in which you give short answers to questions.
Recordings can include: announcements, instructions,
radio programmes, interviews, reports. The recordings are
usually played twice.

G 
1 Take advantage of the time before the recording
starts.
• Read the instructions carefully. You will find out
what kind of text you are going to hear and who
is going to speak and about what. Try to imagine
what they might say.
• Read the questions and available answers in order
to find out what kind of information you need to
get from the text.
• Think about which words might be in the
recording, e.g. synonyms of the phrases used in
the questions.
2 The same content will be expressed in the
recording and in the question using different
words. This may be through the use of synonyms,
e.g.:
He works for the army. = He’s employed by the
military.
I managed to persuade her. = I succeeded in
convincing her.
or through the use of antonyms, e.g.:
They were narrow-minded. = They were not very
tolerant.
Grammatical paraphrases may also appear, e.g.:
They haven’t met for ten years. = The last time they
met was ten years ago.
3 If precisely the same word or phrase is in both the
recording and the question, it could be a trap. In
these situations, ask yourself, ‘Is the content of
the sentence or statement really the same in the
question and the recording?’
4 The questions are always about the content of
the recording. If a statement makes sense to you
because of your own knowledge or experience,
that doesn’t mean it’s the correct answer in the
exam exercise. Remember that the correct answer
is the one which agrees with the content of the
recording.

T /  /  
The recording in this exercise is usually a short,
informative text and the questions are generally about
the facts given in the recording.

E 
1 The questions come in the same order as the
relevant information in the recording.
2 A statement is false when the statement and the
recording contradict each other: they cannot both
be true at the same time. We can say there is no
information when the statement could be true, but
the recording does not say so.

exam
1 CD1·02 You are going to hear a short radio

programme about a cultural event. Are the
statements true (T), false (F) or is there no
information (NI)?

1 The Multicultural Festival is the town’s main
attraction.
2 University students came up with the idea
of the festival because they felt enriched by
contact with foreign students.
3 Steve mentions an event at which participants
will be able to learn to make traditional
costumes.
4 There will be a lecture on multiculturalism in
England during the festival.
5 The festival is partly financed by the local
government.
6 Steve asks people to contact him with ideas
because he’s worried there won’t be enough
events.

y
y

y

y
y
y

T 
2 Read the tapescript on page 164. In the statements

you marked false, underline the words which also
appear in the recording. Change the statements
so that they would be true according to the
recording.

3 Read the tapescript on page 164. Next to the

statements you marked true, write down the
words which are used to communicate the same
information in the recording.

4 Look at the statements you marked no information.

Match them to the following explanations.
y
a His motives are not explained.
y
b The exact topics are not given.

8
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The audio material in this type of task is usually made
up of four or five separate recordings on a similar topic.
The exam task may require you to match the recordings
to sentences summarising their content or to headings.
There will be at least one extra heading or sentence which
doesn’t match any recording.

E 
1 The most important aspect of this task is
determining the gist of the recording or
component which makes it different to the others.
2 Always listen to each recording to the end before
you match it to an answer.
3 When you listen for the first time, note down the
answers you’re relatively sure of. When you listen
for the second time, check those answers and fill in
the others.

M  – 

In this type of task, you will hear several short recordings
(conversations or monologues). For each recording, there
will be one question about specific information, usually
with three options to choose from.

E 
The recording may contain words which appear in
the incorrect options. Hearing an individual word is
not enough to choose the correct answer. Listen for
words and phrases associated with the answer you
choose, and think about why the remaining options
are wrong.

W E . L 

M

exam
1 CD1·04 You are going to hear people talking in five

exam
1 CD1·03 You are going to hear four students

A I’ve found it difficult to adapt to certain cultural
differences.
B I’ve managed to turn one disadvantage into an
advantage.
C I’ve made many lifelong friends.
D I’ve only encountered one difficulty, and I’ve
received help with it.
E I disagree with the stereotyped view of the
Erasmus experience.
T 
2 Answer the following questions on individual

sentences in the exam task.
A What cultural differences does the speaker mention?
B What was the disadvantage? How was it turned
into an advantage?
C Who are the friends? How does the speaker express
the belief that they’ll be lifelong friends?
D What was the difficulty? What help was available?
E What’s the stereotype? In what way does the
speaker disagree with it?

E P . R  

talking about living abroad as part of the Erasmus
programme. Match speakers 1–4 to statements
A–E. There is one extra statement that you do
not need.
1 y
2 y
3 y
4 y

different situations. Choose the correct answers.
1 You are going to hear a couple discussing their
travel arrangements. How are they going to
travel?
A by car
B by plane
C by train
2 You are going to hear a man talking about how
he accepted a job in a distant country. Why did
he do it?
A He was offered a higher salary.
B He preferred to live in a warm climate.
C He wanted a change.
3 You are going to hear a woman who works in the
film industry talking about her friend’s job. What
does he do?
A He is a make-up artist.
B He is a cameraman.
C He is an actor.
4 You are going to hear a man leaving a message
on voice mail. What is the purpose of his call?
A to confirm a meeting
B to cancel a meeting
C to change the date of a meeting
5 You are going to hear a conversation between
two friends. Where are they?
A in a museum
B in a library
C in a bookshop

T 
2 Read the tapescript on page 164. Underline the

words and phrases that helped you choose the
correct answers.

3 Find words in the tapescript which appear in the

incorrect options. Identify the difference between
the incorrect option and what the speaker says.

9
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This part of the exam is usually made up of two or three
reading texts followed by comprehension questions.
The types of texts usually include magazine articles and
literary works.

G 
1 First of all, always read the whole text to get
a general idea of its content and structure. If you
do this you’ll avoid errors caused by concentrating
on individual words or sentences and skipping the
broader context.
2 There may be words in the text that you don’t
know. When this happens think about whether
the unknown word is necessary to understand the
text. If not, you can ignore it. If you see that the
meaning of the word is necessary to get the right
answer, try to figure out what it means. Sometimes
the context or structure of the statement can help
with this, e.g.:
Matt came in, wearing a perfectly cut taupe
suit and displaying his usual brilliant smile.
Shelley knew he was as unscrupulous as he
was charming. He was out to get what he
wanted, and to hell with everyone else.
1 Matt was
A well-dressed and sociable.
B attractive but immoral.
C good-looking and friendly.
You probably don’t know the word taupe (which
is a greyish-brown colour) and you don’t need
to know it to answer the question. However, it’s
possible to figure out the meaning of the key word
unscrupulous by noticing that it’s a description of
the same person as in the sentence He was out to
get what he wanted, and to hell with everyone else.
3 Never leave a question with no answer. Even if
you’re not sure, mark the answer that seems the
most likely to you.

M
E 
1 First read the whole text and the removed
sentences.
2 The removed sentences will be connected in
meaning and grammar to the section of the text
they were removed from. Read the sentences for
insertion along with the sentences directly before
and after the gaps carefully. It’s worth paying
attention to the following solutions which could
lead you towards the correct answer:
a the sentence is usually on the same aspect of
the topic as the paragraph it’s taken from.
b if there is information in the sentence about
causes then before or after it will probably be
a sentence about an effect, e.g.:
To the dismay of oil companies and the delight
of environmentalists, petrol sales in Britain
fell by as much as twenty per cent in 2008.
Analysts agree this was mainly due to a sharp
increase in price.
c personal pronouns, possessives and
demonstrative pronouns: she, his, this, etc.
probably refer to people or things mentioned
earlier in the text, e.g.:
The discovery might prove sensational, says
Patricia Hancock, leader of the team of
archeologists. In her opinion, the artefacts may
be more than eight thousand years old.
d sentences next to each other may refer to the
same person, thing or event but define them
using different words, e.g.:
New pieces of wreckage from the Titanic were
recovered from the sea bed in 2005. The study
of those fragments suggests the luxury liner
sank much faster than previously believed.
e words and phrases for connections in time, such
as: after that, eventually, finally, give information
on the order events happen in.
3 When you finish an exercise read the whole text
with the inserted sentences to be sure that it
sounds coherent and logical.
4 Read the sentence you didn’t use one more time.
Think whether it doesn’t fit in one of the gaps.

12
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W E  R 

exam
1 There are five sentences missing from the following text. Read the text and complete gaps 1–5 with sentences

A–F. There is one extra sentence that you do not need.

SONGS TO DETER ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

T

he 3,000-kilometre US-Mexico border is the most
frequently crossed international land border in the
world, with about 250 million crossings a year, some of
them legal, some not. Every year approximately a million
Mexicans seek to improve their fortunes by migrating
illegally to the USA – and every year several hundred lose
their lives in the attempt. 1_ People smugglers, known as
‘coyotes’, demand high fees and then abandon the migrants
in the wilderness at the ﬁrst sign of danger. In some cases,
being found and arrested by the US Border Patrol may be
a blessing.
Recently, the US government have come up with an
innovative weapon against illegal migration: poignant
ballads with Spanish lyrics, describing the dangers of trying
to cross the border. 2_ They belong to the traditional and
highly popular Mexican genre of ‘corridos’, narrative ballads
whose lyrics may be love stories or legends of famous
heroes and criminals. The ‘migracorridos’ tell tragic tales of
immigrants meeting with abuse and death on the dangerous
journey. The message: it’s not worth it.

A A CD of such songs has been distributed free to
radio stations in northern Mexico.
B Because of the length of the border and the
inhospitable nature of the terrain, illegal migration
is extremely difficult to stop.
C Official statistics show a drop in both arrests and
deaths on the US-Mexican border in 2008.
D Some die of thirst and exhaustion in the desert,
some drown in the Rio Grande or are killed in car
accidents.
E After many hours of futile wandering, they lie
down to rest.
F This fact has not been publicised, and sometimes
radio DJs who play the songs are not aware of their
origin.

In one of the ballads, a singer called Abelardo sets out
to cross the border with his cousin Rafael. They manage to
reach US territory, but are lost in the desert without water.
3
_ Later Abelardo wakes up to ﬁnd his cousin dead by his
side. In another song, a group of friends are abandoned by
a human trafﬁcker, locked inside the trailer in which they
were being transported, where they slowly suffocate to death.
The US Border Patrol commissioned the migracorridos
CD from a Hispanic advertising agency based in
Washington. 4_ The ballads appear to be popular, with
listeners phoning in to ask for more and wishing to ﬁnd out
about the singers.
5
_ The decrease could be due to a number of factors,
such as more patrols, better technology and fewer people
trying to cross the border as a result of the economic
crisis in the USA. It is too early to estimate the impact of
the migracorridos. However, the creators of the campaign
believe that if they’ve managed to get at least some people
to think twice before throwing themselves into the deadly
risk, that’s already a success.

T 
2 Look at the exam task you’ve just done and find

examples of context and grammar links which
were mentioned in the exam tips (2 a–e). Write
them in the table below. Underline the words and
phrases in the text which show these links.
    
1 a, d
2
3
4
5
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Exam tips

2 Take another look at the answers in the exam task

which you’ve just done and answer the following
questions. They are numbered according to the
question numbers in the exam task.
1 How would you need to change the sentence in
the text to make A (cause) correct?
2 How would you need to change the sentence in
the text to make B (prepare) correct?
3 Which punctuation mark helps you to quickly
notice that A (that) is incorrect? How would you
have to change the punctuation so that C (some of
them) would be correct?
4 Leather and plastic bags used to be cleaner
is a grammatically correct sentence. Why is
A incorrect?
5 Which verb, similar to C (contriving), forms
a collocation with the word disease and could be
used in this sentence?
6 Why is B (the) incorrect? How would you need to
change the sentence to make D (all) correct?

1 Start by reading the whole text to understand it.
2 When analysing possible answers, ask yourself two
questions:
a Does the potential answer when put together
with the surrounding phrases form a correct
grammatical structure, including collocations?
b After adding that answer, does the whole
sentence make sense and does it match the
context of the whole text?
3 When you finish the exercise, read the whole text
again to make sure it sounds coherent and logical.
examtask
1 Read the following text and choose the correct

answers.

FILTHY
H

HANDBAGS

ave you ever seen a woman in a restaurant go to the
bathroom, then come back and put her handbag on
the tablecloth beside her? Most probably, that handbag
has been on the toilet ﬂoor seconds before. It’s not
only insuﬃciently fresh food that can 1_ you ill after
a restaurant visit.
Most women carry their handbags everywhere.
During an average day, a bag will have been in the
oﬃce, in a supermarket trolley, on car or bus ﬂoors,
and in several public toilets. Yet after coming home,
many women will place their bag on the kitchen table or
counter where food 2_. You might as well take off your
shoes and put them on the table!

1 A cause
B make
C get
D have

2 A prepares
B prepare
C is prepared
D has been prepared

A number of women’s handbags were recently
tested for germs at Nelson Laboratories in Salt Lake
City. A variety of bacteria were found, 3_ could cause
dangerous infectious diseases.
Not all handbags were the same. Leather and plastic
bags 4_ to be cleaner than those made of cloth. Also,
people with children seem to have dirtier bags than others.
So what should you do to avoid 5_ a dangerous
disease from your bag? In 6_ public toilet, always hang
your bag on a hook, or, if there isn’t one, on the door
handle. Never put it on tables where food is prepared or
eaten. Wash a cloth handbag in the washing machine,
and clean a leather one with a mild detergent.

3 A that
B many of whom
C some of them
D some of which

4 A used
B tended
C were
D had

5 A catching
B acquiring
C contriving
D obtaining

6 Aa
B the
C some
D all

20
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E 
5 Use different past tenses. Most sentences will use
the Past Simple to give the events in a chronological
order but try to also use the Past Continuous to
describe the background information and the Past
Perfect for retrospection and also would to show how
the heroes are thinking about or talking about the
future.
6 Remember that you are being assessed also for
the ending where you should usually describe
the reactions of the people and/or present the
conclusions and consequences of the event.
7 The style of the story can be literary or a little
colloquial but one form should be used throughout.

W E  W

1 First think of the main event and then build the rest
of the story around it.
2 Remember that the assessment criteria usually
require a description of the hero and the time and
place of the event.
3 The assessment criteria usually demand a detailed
presentation of the main event – not of all the
events. Things that lead up to the main event should
be described concisely so you don’t go over the word
limit.
4 Remember that details make the text more varied.
They can be details about the scenery, not only visual,
but noticed by all the senses, e.g. sounds, smells. They
can also be about people, their appearance, their
behaviour, characteristic objects. In such a short story
it’s not possible to fit in many details but even a few
will be enough to make it more attractive.

exam
1 Write a story about a dangerous accident with a happy ending, entitled ‘Lucky to be alive’.

LUCKY TO BE ALIVE
It was a dark and stormy night in November. It was raining so hard that the
windscreen wipers were no longer coping. My brother Charlie and I were driving
down a small country road in Lancashire, trying to get home in time for supper.

I: , 
  , 

Suddenly a dark shape came into view, just metres ahead of us. Someone had left
a trailer with no lights on the side of the road. Charlie slammed on the brakes and
swerved. The car skidded on the wet tarmac and soared into the air.

E   
  

It couldn’t have lasted more than a few seconds, but I remember it as an eternity.
As the car turned over in the air, I thought about our mother waiting for us. In the
morning a policeman would come and tell her we were dead. Then the car hit
the soft ground and rolled over. There was a terrible noise of shattering glass and
breaking steel, but still no pain. Finally everything was still. I was suspended upside
down in my seatbelt, uncomfortable but unhurt. I heard Charlie’s voice.
‘Jerry?’
‘Charlie? Are you OK?’
‘I’ve lost my glasses.’
I laughed with relief. We got out of the car, which was a complete wreck, and walked
the remaining three miles home in the rain. In the morning we would have to go to
the police station and report the accident. But for now, the pure joy of being alive
carried us through that November night.

D 
   

E:   
  
  

T 
2 In the above sample answer underline:

a examples of the tenses mentioned in tip 5,
b two or three examples of details mentioned in tip 4.
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Multiple choice
In this type of exam task you need to read a text
with gaps and choose the correct answer for each
of the gaps from four possibilities. The answer must be
grammatically and lexically correct.
Below, you will find examples of the structures which
are most commonly tested in this type of exam task.
Tenses (grammatical tenses, reported speech,
the passive)
I had to clean the flat in the morning because my friends
A to dinner that night.
A were coming
C would be coming
B have come
D would come
He claimed that he C a complaint before but I find that
difficult to believe.
A has never had
C had never had
B never used to have
D never had
Modal and auxiliary verbs
You C me dress. I could have managed myself, my arm
is much better now.
A can’t have helped
C needn’t have helped
B might have helped
D should have helped
Determiners and quantifiers
The outbreak of swine flu could have B significant
impact on the aviation industry.
A many
B a
C lots D the
Prepositions
He’s been arrested for drink-driving and sentenced C
20 days in prison.
A for
B on C to
D with
Linking words
D Joe is very busy today, we’ve decided to postpone our
meeting until Tuesday.
A Due to
C Owing to
B Because of
D Since
Synonyms
Motorists will be A up to £1,000 for using a mobile
phone in their cars.
A fined B punished C penalised
D paid
Collocations
I’m sorry but I can’t cancel your reservation at such D .
A little time
C postponed date
B late warning
D short notice
Phrases and expressions
At first B , one might think that the answer to this
question is obvious.
A view
B sight
C opinion
D point

Test yourself!

1 Read the text and choose the correct answers.
Explain why the other options are incorrect.
Decide which structures are being tested in each
of the gaps.

Girls With a Twin Brother
May Be ‘Disadvantaged From Birth’
A study of wild sheep found that female lambs with
male twin siblings were ten per cent lighter at birth
than those with twin sisters. Females with male
twins were also less likely to survive their first winter
and had fewer offspring 1 B .
The findings show that male embryos out-compete
females for nutrients when they are together in
the womb, scientists believe. A female twin 2_ by
exposure to her twin brother’s hormones.
The research was 3_ on a population of wild
Soay sheep on the island of Hirta, St Kilda.
4
_, the evidence indicates there may be similar
effects in humans.
“Male and female embryos have different needs
at early stages of development, and this means that
the female embryos may lose out 5_ their brothers.
Our findings show that conflict between male and
female siblings can arise very early in life, potentially
with long-term consequences,” said Dr Peter Korsten
from the University of Edinburgh, who led the study.

1 A in life
B over their lifetime
C lifelong
D in life’s history

expression

2 A may also be damaged
B should have also been damaged
C will also be damaged
D would have also been damaged
3 A carried out
B taken over
C set up
D put off
4 A In contrast
B Even though
C Though
D However
5 A from
B over
C to
D on

Phrasal verbs
There are many reasons why a teenager may B crime.
A go on B turn to
C put up
D get down

40
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Tenses (grammatical tenses, reported speech, the passive)

Determiners and quantifiers

2 Complete the sentences with the correct forms of
the verbs in brackets.
1 Tom __ (learn) to play the
trumpet since he was six.
2 This time next week I expect I __
(sunbathe) on the beach in Majorca.
3 The novice driver admitted that he __
(hit) into the other car while reversing.
4 I’ll wait here until the rehearsal
__ (finish).
5 I’m afraid it’s too late. By the time we get there, the
film __ (start).
6 He looks at me as though he __
(know) me, but I’ve never seen him before.
7 I had a nightmare yesterday – I __
(chase) by a pack of hungry wolves.

5 Complete the sentences with the missing
determiners and quantifiers.
1 The woman sitting in front of fireplace is singer
who can also play the piano quite well.
2 I can’t understand why children are afraid of dogs,
while others can play with them for hours without
sign of fear.
3 We started our tour in Samoens (which is beautiful
mountain village in the French Alps) and finished
in Amsterdam, capital city of Netherlands.
4 Have you got idea how rubbish your family
produces in a day?
5 There were few people waiting when we got to
airport, but of them knew why the plane was delayed.

Modal and auxiliary verbs

4 Choose the correct answers.
1 I’d rather you _ use that kind of language at home.
A didn’t
B don’t
C won’t
D mustn’t
2 It _ have been just a mistake because they kept
on doing it.
A mustn’t B can’t
C shouldn’t D needn’t
3 At least a thousand people _ thought to have
died in the earthquake.
A will be
B have
C are
D –
4 I’m freezing cold! I _ put my winter coat on as
my mum had told me.
A had to
C must have
B should have
D might have
5 I wish you _ whistle all the time – it does get on
my nerves quite a bit!
A won’t B wouldn’t
C hadn’t D don’t

Prepositions

7 Each sentence below contains one preposition
that is incorrect. Find the mistakes and correct
them.
1 I’m afraid Mr Jones is not available at the moment
– he’s for a business trip.
2 Do you sometimes laugh from practical jokes
played on other people?
3 I’m sure you’re capable with putting some more
effort into your work.
4 A common misconception is that you’ll be safe of
the storm if you shelter under a tree.
5 Please forgive me by not being there for you when
you really needed my support.

Lexical-grammatical Part

3 Choose the correct answers.
1 I wish I _ work in a small town and not in London
when I immigrated to the UK for the first time.
A had found
C found
B would find
D have found
2 When he got scared, he _ for a long time in the
wardrobe.
A would have hidden
C was to hide
B was hiding
D would hide
3 Martha _ her class reunion next week.
Everything has already been arranged.
A has
C is having
B will have
D would have
4 If I _ taller, I’d have joined a basketball club.
A would be
C had been
B used to be
D were

6 Choose the correct answers.
1 Crime is _ subject on which people have strong
opinions.
A the
B one
C a
D some
2 ‘Would you like beer or coke?’ ‘I don’t want _ .’
A any
B either
C both
D none
3 The most rewarding aspect of _ university job is
human contact.
A the
B a
C some
D an
4 There are many different ways of looking at a single
object, _ of which will give the whole view.
A neither B both
C any
D none

8 Choose the correct answers.
1 In some countries public housing discriminates
against young people, giving priority _
middle-aged singles or couples.
A for
B to
C in
D over
2 The patient died _ bronchopneumonia within
one month of initial assessment.
A of
B for
C by
D to
3 A 27-year-old male was charged _ robbery and
a number of related offences.
A of
B with C against D for
4 Don’t lean _ the railings because some of them
can be quite shaky.
A by
B at
C off
D against
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Sentence transformations
In this type of exam task you need to rewrite
sentences keeping the meaning the same as in the
original sentences. There are two types of this exam
task: in type 1 you are given the beginning and the
ending of the new sentence, whereas in type 2 you are
also given a word or an expression that you have to
use in your sentence. You are not allowed to change
this word in any way.
(1) Nothing matters to me except your health and
happiness.
The only thing that matters to me is your health
and happiness.

Linking words

(2) My mother was too worried to concentrate on the
movie. (THAT)
My mother was so worried that she could not
concentrate on the movie.

I’d rather stay at home than go to the pub with them.
I prefer staying at home to going to the pub with them.

Below, you will find examples of the structures which
are most commonly tested in this type of exam task.

The board meeting has been postponed until next
Thursday. (PUT)
The board meeting has been put oﬀ until / till next
Thursday.

Reported speech
‘Why did you leave your previous job?’ asked the
interviewer.
The interviewer asked me why I had left my previous job.
The passive and have/get something done
The police are interrogating one suspect in connection
with the crime.
One suspect is being interrogated in connection with
the crime.
Your hair needs cutting.
You ought to have your hair cut.
Conditionals
You didn’t succeed because you didn’t do your best.
You would have succeeded if you had done your best.
Grammatical tenses
My parents’ twentieth wedding anniversary is in March
next year. (FOR)
By March next year my parents will have been married
for twenty years.
Inversion
We had only just taken our seats when they started
showing trailers. (WHEN)
Hardly had we taken our seats when they started
showing trailers.

I enjoyed our trip although I felt a bit under the weather.
Despite feeling a bit under the weather / the fact that
I felt a bit under the weather I enjoyed our trip.
Modal verbs (referring to the past)
It’s possible that she didn’t receive our wedding
invitation. (NOT)
She might / may not have received our wedding
invitation.
Verb patterns

Phrasal verbs

Test yourself!

1 Rewrite the sentences so that the meaning is the
same as in the original sentences. Decide which
structures are being tested in each of them.
1 I’m sure that tall man was following us all the way
home. (BEEN)
That tall man must have been following us all the
way home.
modal verb referring to the past
2 John isn’t similar to his father. (AFTER)
John ___ his father.
3 I’m sorry I lost your favourite pen. (APOLOGISE)
I do ___ your favourite
pen.
4 You’d better find a way to solve this problem
quickly. (YOU)
If I ___ a way to solve
this problem quickly.
5 I shouldn’t have told her the truth. (ONLY)
If ___ her the truth.
6 I will never lend him any money again.
(CIRCUMSTANCES)
Under ___ him money
again.

Structures i wish and if only, wishes, advice and
suggestions
It’s a pity she didn’t make any effort to justify her
decision. (WISH)
I wish she had made some eﬀort to justify her decision.
Please don’t use my laptop without my permission.
(RATHER)
I ’d / would rather you didn’t use my laptop without
my permission.

44

06_LEA_Grammar.indd 44

11-09-28 12:02

Reported speech

2 Complete the sentences so that the meaning is the
same as in the original sentences.
1 ‘How much did you spend on your child’s first
birthday party?’ she asked us.
She asked us __ child’s first birthday
party.
2 ‘You’ve broken my favourite vase!’ shouted Kate.
Kate accused __ favourite vase.
3 ‘Don’t leave the classroom without permission!’
said the teacher to the class.
The teacher told __ without permission.
4 ‘I’m so sorry I’ve stained your new blouse,’ said Olivia.
Olivia apologised __ new blouse.
The passive and have/get something done

4 Complete the sentences so that the meaning is the
same as in the original sentences.
1 No one gave us sufficient information about the
meeting point.
We __ about the meeting point.
2 Many people believe that Hitler committed suicide
in April 1945.
Hitler is __ suicide in April 1945.
3 Two painters are painting our house tomorrow.
We __ painted tomorrow.
4 The dentist will probably take out Mark’s tooth.
Mark will __ out.
Conditionals

5 Make conditional sentences using the situations
below.
1 Tom hasn’t got any money, so he can’t give you
a loan.
_____
2 My girlfriend is absent-minded, that’s why she
forgot about our date yesterday.
_____
3 I was late for work because I missed the bus.
_____
4 It might rain heavily tomorrow. If so, we probably
won’t go for a walk.
_____
5 Fiona doesn’t have a well-paid job now because
she dropped out of studies.
_____

Grammatical tenses

7 Complete the sentences with the correct forms of
the verbs in brackets.
1 I’m absolutely exhausted because
I __ (paint) my room all day.
2 By the time we get home, the children
__ (go) to bed.
3 Mobile phones __ (become)
cheaper and cheaper.
4 I __ (do) shopping yesterday,
when I bumped into an old friend of mine.
5 I’m sure she’ll call us as soon as the ship
__ (reach) its destination.

Lexical-grammatical Part

3 Complete the sentences with the correct forms of
the verbs in brackets.
1 People who live below the threshold of absolute
poverty must __ (not forget).
2 Coral reefs __ (wipe out) by the
end of the century.
3 So far no cases of swine flu __
(report) in this country.
4 I hate __ (tell) what to do by my
older siblings.
5 I failed the test because I __
(teach) how to handle the stress of test taking.

6 Complete the sentences using the words given
so that the meaning is the same as in the original
sentences. Do not change the words given in any
way.
1 The customer wanted to complain about the
faulty product but he didn’t know who to turn to.
(WOULD)
If the customer __ about the
faulty product.
2 You won’t know how it works if you don’t read the
manual carefully. (UNLESS)
You won’t __ the manual
carefully.
3 Matthew wants to go on a package tour to Spain
but he hasn’t got enough money. (WOULD)
If Matthew __ on a package tour
to Spain.
4 I think the teacher won’t let me off this time because
I have already missed many classes. (HADN’T)
If I __ this time.
5 You will get a high mark for your essay unless you
make spelling mistakes. (LONG)
You will get __ spelling mistakes.

8 Complete the sentences so that the meaning is the
same as in the original sentences.
1 I haven’t driven on the left side of the road for ages.
It’s ages __ on the left side of
the road.
2 Several thousand tourists visit the Natural History
Museum in our city every month.
By the end of the month __ the
Natural History Museum in our city.
3 When did you start learning Chinese?
How long __ Chinese?
4 We ate all the food before other guests arrived.
By the time __ all the food.
5 The last time this nation overthrew the
government was about fifty years ago.
This nation __ for about fifty
years.
6 Having introduced my girlfriend to my parents,
I started talking about our engagement plans.
After I __, I started talking about
our engagement plans.
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THEMATIC
PART
1

People

2

Home

3

school

4

Work

5

Family and social life

6

Food / Shopping and services

7

Travelling and tourism

8

culture

9

Health / Sport

10 Science and technology
11 Nature and environment
12 State and society
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1

PEOPLE
‘Man is the only animal that blushes. Or needs to.’
M T (A , –)

1

2

3

4

B 

1 Match the descriptions to the pictures.
Identify Mickey (M), Detective Hernandez (H)
and Detective Dalton (D).
t A Detective Dalton comes into the room.
Detective Hernandez whispers something in
his ear. Detective Dalton frowns.
t B Mickey the Cormorant is leaning back in
his chair with his legs crossed. Detective
Hernandez is staring at him across the desk, his
arms folded across his chest.
t C Detective Dalton bangs his fist on the desk.
‘You have one last chance to answer this
question! Where were you on the evening of
April the 17th?’ he yells. Mickey trembles and
shakes his head in denial. ‘I didn’t … I wasn’t …
I wasn’t where you think I was,’ he stutters.
t D Detective Hernandez asks, ‘Mickey, why don’t
you tell me what you did on the evening of
April the 17th?’ Mickey shrugs his shoulders:
‘Sorry, can’t remember.’

P

2 Choose the correct word.
1 Nigel’s unbearably conceited / conscientious. He has
an absurdly high opinion of himself.
2 Michelle will believe anything you tell her.
She’s terribly gullible / vain.
3 Graham’s very self-conscious / self-centred.
He’s always worried about making a fool of himself
and about what people think.
4 Mr Jones is an unscrupulous / impartial judge.
You can rely on his fairness.
5 Martha’s very absent-minded / narrow-minded. She
forgets appointments and loses things all the time.
3 Write similar sentences to illustrate the other
word in each pair in Exercise 2.
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P:  

4 Rewrite sentences (1–4) as in the examples so that
they sound less negative.
a She is ugly. She isn’t very pretty, but … (she’s got
a lovely warm smile).
b He is impatient and aggressive. He is not always
patient and he can be a bit aggressive sometimes.

1 Dan is unintelligent.
_____
2 Claire is immature.
_____
3 Annie is badly-organised and unreliable.
_____
4 Nick is conceited.
_____
F

5 Match the emotions with their extreme equivalents.
1 frightened
t a astonished, amazed
2 happy
t b bewildered
3 excited
t c elated
4 unhappy
t d exhausted
5 tired
t e furious
6 surprised
t f heartbroken, devastated
7 confused
t g terrified, petrified
8 angry
t h thrilled
6 Recall a situation when you experienced extreme
emotions. Tell a partner about it.
I was absolutely thrilled when my parents told me
we were going to New York.
T 

7 Complete the first sentence in each pair with
a verb from the box in the correct form, and the
second one with a noun based on that verb.

assume imagine perceive realise recollect

A  

9 Complete the phrases with prepositions.
1 Sally’s a passionate believer _ astrology, while
her boyfriend Max dismisses it _ complete
nonsense.
2 Angela takes a keen interest _ social issues,
especially the situation of children.
3 Robert disapproves _ people who smoke in
public. He regards them _ little better than
murderers.
4 Michael has an excellent taste _ clothes.
5 Miss Fitzwilliam approves _ single-sex schools.
6 Karen always insists _ paying her share when
she eats out with a man.
7 Rebecca’s very keen _ modern art.
8 Ken is convinced _ his own intellectual
superiority.
9 Uncle John takes pride _ his cooking.
10 I’m content _ what I’ve got – I don’t need
more.
11 Brian is entirely focused _ his career.
12 Gavin seems completely indifferent _ money
– do you think that’s possible?
W :  

10 Form the antonyms of the following adjectives.

literate logical loyal mature obedient perfect
rational reliable responsible sensitive sincere
11 Complete the sentences with an adjective with or
without a negative prefix.
1 Be _ (REASON)! We can’t work for six
hours without a break!
2 It’s _ (REASON) to expect everyone will
accept your plan without any objections.
3 I’m afraid he may be late. He’s rather _
(RELY).
4 She’s a very _ (RELY) friend. She’s never let
me down.
5 I used to be a very (OBEY) _ child, a real
teacher’s pet.
6 Fifty years ago it was still widely believed that
(OBEY) _ children should be beaten.

 . P

1 I __ a change in her behaviour, but when
I told her about it she said: ‘Reality and your
__ of reality are two different things!’
2 ‘Can you __ life without computers?’
‘No, my __ isn’t powerful enough!’
3 I’m sorry, I can’t __ what happened. I have
absolutely no __ of the incident.
4 We can __ the economic situation will
remain stable for the next six months. It’s a safe
__.
5 After a while I __ they were cheating me,
but by the time I’d come to that __ I was
broke!

U : T 

8 Complete each phrase with the word mind or head.
1 She’s left me! I just can’t get my __ around it!
2 I’m trying to think of a good example, but nothing
comes to __.
3 You should make up your __ what you
want to do in life.
4 I was so frightened I just lost my __ and
started shouting hysterically.
5 This morning I thought I saw a ghost. Do you think
I’m losing my __?
6 She’s got a good __ for maths.
7 I can’t forget him. He’s on my __ all the
time.
8 I think success has gone to her __. She’s
become very arrogant.
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1 Do you ever have problems managing everything
you have to do? Why? Discuss in small groups.
2 Look up the words in bold and match the halves of
sentences.
y
1 Disorganised people
2 People who are easily distracted
y
3 Procrastinators
y
4 Perfectionists
y
5 Efficient people
y

a
b
c
d
e

are able to multi-task.
set themselves high standards.
often lose things.
put things off.
may get sidetracked before they finish a job.

exam
Grammar connections: pronouns
3 Read the text below and match sentences (A–C)
to gaps (1–3). Underline the words in the text to
which the highlighted pronouns refer.
A Well, to be honest, I hate to see him going out for
a leisurely run when I’m working around the clock.
B Now that I think about it, perhaps I’m desperate
enough to get one too.
C All too often I spend them frantically completing
work that was due months earlier.

The last two weeks of term are seldom a happy
time for me. 1_ I always promise myself not
to make that mistake again, but in vain.
The end of term is also the only time when
I don’t get on with my friend Joe. Why? 2_
He always does everything in good time and
then talks about getting a good night’s sleep
before the exams.
Joe is frighteningly well-organised. He’s
actually got a planner on his desk! 3_ And
I might read that article he recommended,
Things To Do.

exam
4 Five sentences have been removed from the text
on page 61. Read the text and complete gaps 1–5
with sentences A–F to make a logical and coherent
text. There is one extra sentence that you do not
need to use.
A After all, nobody’s perfect, not even the
perfectionists.
B Then at the first opportunity, you absent-mindedly
wash them off.
C However, you never get round to actually writing
one.
D It’s because you’re over-ambitious.
E It’s time to make up your mind what to do.
F What’s more, you’re horrendously unpunctual.
5 In pairs, discuss the following questions.
• Do you belong to any of the types described in the
article? Do you agree with the description?
• Which of the tips at the end do you find the most
useful? Why?
• Do you disagree with any of the advice in the article?
Why?
6 Look at the highlighted words in the text on
page 61. Work out their meaning from context.
Circle the correct meaning below.

1 overwhelmed
a feeling that you can’t cope
b feeling that you’ve solved a problem
2 glance
a look steadily for a long time
b look quickly
3 wretched
a cheerful
b miserable
4 fall apart
a collapse mentally
b work harder
5 gloomy
a proud
b sad, depressed
6 flaws
a achievements
b weaknesses, faults

add a comment

L

C     

Douglas Adams (1952–2001) – English science fiction
author best known for The Hitchiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
and its sequels e.g.: The Restaurant at the End of the Universe
and Life, the Universe and Everything.
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THINGS TO DO
You’re a procrastinator. Your maxim
is: never do today what you can put
off till tomorrow. You know it’s a good
idea to compile a list of things to
do. 3__ ‘I’ll write that essay
tomorrow,’ you think to yourself. ‘I work
better under pressure.’ But deep down
you know tomorrow never comes.
You’re the wretched soul running
around the 24-hour-store last thing on
Christmas Eve desperately looking for
presents. Author Douglas Adams said:
‘I love deadlines. I like the whooshing
sound they make as they ﬂy by.’ But
deadlines just make you fall apart.
You’re plagued by perfectionism.
On the rare occasions you actually
complete something, it’s perfect. The
only problem is you hardly ever ﬁnish
anything you start. Anyone else would
be proud of that sketch you’re drawing,
but you just crumple it up and toss it
in the bin. You set yourself such high
standards that almost nothing is good
enough. The result is that you end up
doing almost nothing.
You’re energetic and efﬁcient and
you can multi-task. Your friends watch
in awe as you touch-type an essay,
hold a conversation, play the recorder
and text a message – all at the same
time! So how can it be that your list of

things to do just gets longer and longer?
4
__ You try to do so much, you
end up feeling totally stressed out,
longing for an eight-day week that will,
of course, never come.
You shouldn’t feel too gloomy if you
have any of these ﬂaws. 5__ But
nor should you just shrug your shoulders
and mutter, ‘that’s the way I am’. No,
what you should do is turn over a new
leaf and follow my advice.
• Make a realistic list of things to do
and give each one a deadline.
• Check your list every day at the same
time: make it a routine.
• Prioritise: do the most urgent and
important things ﬁrst.
• Use those empty moments: you can
get a lot done when the adverts are on
or when you’re waiting for someone.
• Learn to multi-task, but don’t
overstretch yourself.
• Whenever you tick something off,
give yourself a prize – an ice-cream,
a session on a computer game or
a walk in the park.
And ﬁnally, don’t let fear of failure
stop you from having a go. Remember,
it’s better to have tried and failed than
never to have tried at all.

 . P

Do you ﬁnd it difﬁcult to carry out your
plans and achieve your ambitions?
Does your list of things to do just keep
getting longer and longer? Do you feel
overwhelmed by life? If so, it may be
because you belong to one of these
personality types.
You’re disorganised. You never
manage to do what you want because
you keep forgetting what it is. You draw
up a list of things to do, but then you
can’t remember where you put it. With
great excitement, you write vital notes
to yourself on the palm of your hand.
1
__ You can never ﬁnd the
document you want on your computer
because your idea of a ﬁling system is
just to dump everything together in one
big folder called ‘stuff’.
You’re easily distracted. You have no
problems starting off, it’s just you get
sidetracked before the end. In the middle
of a job, you ﬁnd yourself daydreaming
about your girlfriend, reminiscing about
your childhood, watching a silly video on
YouTube or wondering what it’s like to be
a ﬂy. As a result you seldom get things done.
2
__ You glance at a newspaper just
as you’re going out and then suddenly half
an hour has gone by and you’re behind
schedule again. Your friends say you’ll be
late for your own funeral.

●
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1 What is emotional intelligence? In pairs, try to
write a definition. Discuss examples of emotionally
intelligent behaviour. Share ideas as a class.

exam
2

CD1·15 You’re going to hear an interview with
a psychologist about emotional intelligence.
Choose the correct answers.
1 Being aware of your moods can help you to
A carry out unpleasant tasks.
B choose the right time to do things.
C perceive other people’s emotions.
D make better life choices.

2 The young man responded aggressively to the
neighbour because
A he didn’t care about other people.
B the neighbour was obviously crazy.
C he felt himself under attack.
D he was fed up with constant comments about
his age.
3 The psychologist praised the young man’s
A driving skills.
B car.
C choice of music.
D attitude to other people.
4 At the end of the conversation the young man
A talked about music.
B gained the psychologist’s confidence.
C agreed to do what he was asked to do.
D offered a compromise.
5 The story of the young man is used as an
example of
A judging your moods.
B understanding other people’s feelings.
C lack of respect.
D the importance of music to some people.
3 Complete the questions with the verbs from the
box in the correct form. Then ask and answer in
pairs.

compliment gain perceive rub
1 Can you recall a situation when you __
someone up the wrong way?
2 Are you good at __ other people’s
emotions?
3 When did you last __ someone on
something? On what?
4 What can you do to __ another
person’s confidence?
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exam
Which part of speech?
1 Form nouns from the following adjectives, using
the suffixes -ty/-ity, -ance/-ence and -ness. Write
them down in your notebook in groups.

arrogant confident honest kind loyal mature
polite rude sensitive sincere sociable
2 The same suffix can be used to form adjectives
from all of the following verbs. What is it? Write
the adjectives.
V

A








3 What part of speech do you need in the gap in each
of the following sentences – an adjective or a noun?
1a We don’t get on very well. We have a lot
of _.
1b He’s difficult to get on with. He’s very _.
2a Children are often more _ than adults.
2b She’s a very interesting person
with a lively _.
3a You seem to be in a _ mood today.
3b I use _ to relax.
4 Now complete the gaps in Exercise 3 with words
formed from (1) ARGUE, (2) IMAGINE and
(3) MEDITATE.

exam
5 Read the text below and complete gaps 1–6 using
the correct forms of the words in capital letters.

➜ OGGIE BLOGGIE
My friend Peter is the most misunderstood
person I know. He’s spontaneous and 1_
(IMAGINE), which to my mind makes him great
fun to be with. However, many people see that as
a sign of being 2_ (MATURE). When
we were children, it was even worse: as a result of
his lively behaviour he was treated as 3_
(OBEY) and was often punished at school.
Another quality of Peter’s for which I have great
respect is his 4_ (SINCERE). I agree with
him that telling the truth is really vital. But all too
often such openness is perceived as 5_
(RUDE) and 6_ (ARROGANT). I do
wish people would show a bit more tolerance and
understanding.
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exam

exam

Planning your talk

A description of a person is more than a list of features

1 Read the following statement. In pairs discuss to
what extent you agree with it. Use examples.

First impressions of people are often wrong.
Do you agree?
2 Here are some notes taken by a student who
agrees with the statement above. Number them
1–5 to make a plan of his mini-presentation.
y What happens as we get to know people better
y I agree
y What first impressions are based on
y Conclusion: the importance of staying openminded
y Exceptions – situations when a first impression
can be right
3 Use the plan from Exercise 2 or change it to reflect
your opinion. For each point, think of an example
from real life, literature, film or the media.
For example, in the novel Pride and Prejudice,
Elisabeth Bennet forms an unfavourable first
impression of Mr Darcy. Because he speaks very
little, she thinks he’s proud and arrogant.
4 Complete the sentences with the words from the
box. There is one extra word.

abstract open-minded prejudices superficial
1 First impressions can be very _.
2 As you get to know people better, you forget your
_.
3 It’s important to remain _ despite your
first impression.
5 Deliver a talk on the exam topic in Exercise 1.

exam
6 Prepare to speak on the following topics.
S A

It is easier to love humanity as a whole than to love
one’s neighbour. Do you agree?
S B

7 Take turns to deliver your talks.

Describe a childhood friend who you will always
remember as a great playmate.
My friend Anna was average height for our age,
average build, she had shoulder-length light brown
hair and brown eyes. On the day I met her she was
wearing a striped T-shirt with a navy blue jumper
over it, black shorts, blue socks and black trainers.
As far as her personality is concerned, I remember
her as being friendly, affectionate, cheerful,
imaginative, daring and full of energy.

2 The following two sentences describe selected
aspects of Anna’s appearance. What else do they
tell the reader about her?

a One of the most noticeable things about her
was that her shiny brown eyes always seemed
to be smiling or even laughing.
b The first thing I noticed when I met her was
that she was dressed, according to our primary
school standards, ‘like a boy’.
3 Match each personality trait (a–c) with an
appropriate example (1–3).
a She was very affectionate. y
b She was very imaginative. y
c She was quite daring.
y

1 She would invent games in which we played the
roles of elves, fairies and monsters, depending on
our mood.
2 We used to climb trees and scramble over fences
to get into places where we were not supposed to
be, and it was usually Anna’s initiative.
3 I liked the way she always greeted me with a smile
and a hug.
4 Write a description in response to one of the exam
tasks on this page.

exam
Write a description of a person about whom you could
say The world would be a better place if there were more
people like him/her.

 . P

Most people are as happy as they make up their
minds to be. Do you agree?

1 Read the exam task and the extract from
a description. What is wrong with it? Identify two
major problems.
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beauty spot/mole /ˈbjuːti spɒt/
dimple /ˈdɪmpəl/
freckles /ˈfreklz/
scar /skɑː/
wrinkles /ˈrɪŋklz/

B

build /bɪld/
muscular /ˈmʌskjələ/
obese /əʊˈbiːs/
overweight /ˌəʊvəˈweɪt/
petite /pəˈtiːt/
plump /plʌmp/
skinny /ˈskɪni/
slender /ˈslendə/
stocky /ˈstɒki/

H

dyed /daɪd/
fringe /frɪndʒ/
frizzy /ˈfrɪzi/
highlights /ˈhaɪlaɪts/
plait(s) /plæt(s)/
ponytail /ˈpəʊniteɪl/
shoulder-length /ˈʃəʊldə leŋθ/
spiky /ˈspaɪki/
streaky /ˈstriːki/
(tied) in a bun /taɪd ɪn ə ˈbʌn/

B 
W  
glance /ɡlɑːns/
glare /ɡleə/
glimpse /ɡlɪmps/
peer /pɪə/
stare /steə/

W  

mutter /ˈmʌtə/
shout /ʃaʊt/
stutter /ˈstʌtə/
whisper (in sb’s ear) /ˈwɪspə ɪn ˌsʌmbɒdiz
ˈɪə/
yell /jel/

P  

bang your fist /bæŋ jə ˈfɪst/
cross your legs /krɒs jə ˈlegz/
fold your arms (across your chest) /fəʊld jə
ˈɑːmz əˌkrɒs jə ˈtʃest/
frown /fraʊn/
gesture /ˈdʒestʃə/
lean back /liːn ˈbæk/
posture /ˈpɒstʃə/
purse your lips /pɜːs jə ˈlɪps/
raise your eyebrows /reɪz jə ˈaɪbraʊz/
shake your head /ʃeɪk jə ˈhed/
shrug your shoulders /ʃrʌɡ jə ˈʃəʊldəz/
tremble /ˈtrembəl/
wink /wɪŋk/

C  
S  
scruff y /ˈskrʌfi/
shabby /ˈʃæbi/
smart /smɑːt/
sporty /ˈspɔːti/
trendy /ˈtrendi/

C

baggy /ˈbæɡi/
casual /ˈkæʒuəl/
checked /tʃekt/

A

N

K

creased /kriːst/
faded /feɪdɪd/
floral /ˈflɔːrəl/
fold /fəʊld/
(in)formal /(ɪn)ˈfɔːməl/
loose /luːs/
shrink /ʃrɪŋk/
stretch /stretʃ/
striped /straɪpt/
tight /taɪt/
undo (the buttons) /ʌnˌduː ðə ˈbʌtnz/
untie (the shoes) /ʌnˌtaɪ ðə ˈʃuːz/

P
absent-minded /ˌæbsənt ˈmaɪndəd/
argumentative /ˌɑːgjʊˈmentətɪv/
arrogance /ˈærəgəns/
arrogant /ˈærəɡənt/
bossy /ˈbɒsi/
careless /ˈkeələs/
caring /ˈkeərɪŋ/
cheerful /ˈtʃɪəfəl/
competitive /kəmˈpetɪtɪv/
conceited /kənˈsiːtəd/
confidence /ˈkɒnfɪdəns/
conscientious /ˌkɒnʃiˈenʃəs/
(dis)honest /(dɪs)ˈɒnəst/
(dis)loyal /(dɪs)ˈlɔɪəl/
(dis)organised /(dɪs)ˈɔːgənaɪzd/
dull /dʌl/
efficient /ɪˈfɪʃənt/
egotistical /ˌiːɡəˈtəstɪkəl/
flaw /flɔː/
generous /ˈdʒenərəs/
gullible /ˈɡʌləbəl/
honesty /ˈɒnəsti/
imaginative /ɪˈmædʒɪnətɪv/
(im)mature /(ˌɪ)məˈtʃʊə/
(im)patient /(ɪm)ˈpeɪʃənt/
(im)polite /(ˌɪm)pəˈlaɪt/
(in)sensitive /(ɪn)ˈsensətɪv/
(in)sincere /(ˌɪn)sɪnˈsɪə/
impartial /ɪmˈpɑːʃəl/
(ir)responsible /(ˌɪ)rɪˈspɒnsəbəl/
kindness /ˈkaɪndnəs/
loyalty /ˈlɔɪəlti/
maturity /məˈtjʊərɪti/
mean /miːn/
meditative /ˈmedɪtətɪv/
messy /ˈmesi/
modest /ˈmɒdəst/
narrow-minded /ˌnærəʊ ˈmaɪndəd/
over-ambitious /ˌəʊvə æmˈbɪʃəs/
partial /ˈpɑːʃəl/
perfectionism /pəˈfekʃənɪzəm/
perfectionist /pəˈfekʃənəst/
politeness /pəˈlaɪtnəs/
procrastination /prəˌkræstəˈneɪʃən/
procrastinator /prəˈkræstɪneɪtə/
rebellious /rɪˈbeljəs/
reliable /rɪˈlaɪəbəl/
reserved /rɪˈzɜːvd/
rudeness /ˈruːdnəs/
self-centred /self ˈsentəd/
self-confident /self ˈkɒnfədənt/
self-conscious /self ˈkɒnʃəs/
sensible /ˈsensəbəl/
sensitivity /ˌsensɪˈtɪvɪti/
sincerity /sɪnˈserɪti/
sociability /ˌsəʊʃəˈbɪləti/
strict /strɪkt/
stubborn /ˈstʌbən/
sympathetic /ˌsɪmpəˈθetɪk/

talkative /ˈtɔːkətɪv/
unreliable /ˌʌnrɪˈlaɪəbəl/
(un)reasonable /(ʌn)ˈriːzənəbl/
unscrupulous /ʌnˈskruːpjələs/
vain /veɪn/

F
adore /əˈdɔː/
amazed /əˈmeɪzd/
anxiety /æŋˈzaɪəti/
anxious /ˈæŋkʃəs/
apprehensive /ˌæprɪˈhensɪv/
ashamed /əˈʃeɪmd/
astonished /əˈstɒnɪʃt/
be fed up with sb/sth /bi fed ˈʌp wɪð
ˌsʌmbɒdi, ˌsʌmθɪŋ/
bewildered /bɪˈwɪldəd/
confused /kənˈfjuːzd/
content with /ˈkɒntent wɪð/
depressed /dɪˈprest/
devastated /ˈdevəsteɪtəd/
distracted /dɪˈstræktəd/
elated /ɪˈleɪtəd/
embarrassed /ɪmˈbærəst/
emotional intelligence /ɪˌməʊʃənəl
ɪnˈtelədʒəns/
excited /ɪkˈsaɪtəd/
exhausted /ɪɡˈzɔːstəd/
frightened /ˈfraɪtnd/
frustrated /frʌˈstreɪtəd/
furious /ˈfjʊəriəs/
gloomy /ˈɡluːmi/
heartbroken /ˈhɑːtˌbrəʊkən/
indifferent (to) /ɪnˈdɪfərənt tə/
in the mood (for sth) /ɪn ðə ˈmuːd (fə
ˌsʌmθɪŋ)/
jealous /ˈdʒeləs/
long for sb/sth /ˈlɒŋ fə ˌsʌmbɒdi, ˌsʌmθɪŋ/
lose your temper /luːz jə ˈtempə/
miserable /ˈmɪzərəbəl/
moved /muːvd/
overwhelmed /ˌəʊvəˈwelmd/
rub sb up the wrong way /rʌb ˌsʌmbɒdi ˈʌp
ðə rɒŋ weɪ/
stressed out /strest ˈaʊt/
terrified/petrified /ˈterəfaɪd, ˈpetrəfaɪd/
thrilled /θrɪld/
wretched /ˈretʃəd/

T 
assume /əˈsjuːm/
assumption /əˈsʌmpʃən/
be on sb’s mind /bi ɒn ˌsʌmbɒdiz ˈmaɪnd/
change your mind /tʃeɪndʒ jə ˈmaɪnd/
come to a realisation /kʌm tə ə
ˌrɪəlaɪˈzeɪʃən/
come to mind /kʌm tə ˈmaɪnd/
compliment (sb on sth) /ˈkɒmpləmənt/
confront /kənˈfrʌnt/
deal (with sth) /ˈdiːl wɪð ˌsʌmθɪŋ/
gain sb’s confidence /ɡeɪn ˌsʌmbɒdiz
ˈkɒnfədəns/
get sidetracked /ɡet ˈsaɪdtrækt/
get your head around (sth) /ɡet jə ˈhed
əˌraʊnd ˌsʌmθɪŋ/
go to one’s head /ɡəʊ tə wʌnz ˈhed/
have a good head for sth /hæv ə ɡʊd ˈhed
fə ˌsʌmθɪŋ/
have no recollection (of sth) /hæv nəʊ
ˌrekəˈlekʃən əv ˌsʌmθɪŋ/
(il)literate /(ɪ)ˈlɪtərət/
imagination /ɪˌmædʒəˈneɪʃən/
imagine /ɪˈmædʒən/
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lose your head /luːz jə ˈhed/
lose your mind /luːz jə ˈmaɪnd/
make up your mind /meɪk ʌp jə ˈmaɪnd/
multi-task /ˌmʌltɪ ˈtɑːsk/
perceive /pəˈsiːv/
perception /pəˈsepʃən/
realisation /ˌrɪəlaɪˈzeɪʃən/
realise /ˈrɪəlaɪz/
recollect /ˌrekəˈlekt/
recollection /ˌrekəˈlekʃən/
regard (sth) as /rɪˈɡɑːd ˌsʌmθɪŋ əz/

A  
admire /ədˈmaɪə/
approve (of sth) /əˈpruːv əv ˌsʌmθɪŋ/
achieve sb’s ambitions /əˌtʃiːv ˌsʌmbɒdiz æmˈbɪʃənz/
attitude /ˈætɪtjuːd/
belief /bɪˈliːf/
content with /ˈkɒntent wɪð/
convinced of /kənˈvɪnst əv/
disapprove (of) /ˌdɪsəˈpruːv əv/
dismiss (an idea) /dɪsˌmɪs ən aɪˈdɪə/
dismissive /dɪˈsmɪsɪv/
focused on /ˈfəʊkəst ɒn/
have a go (at sth) /hæv ə ˈɡəʊ ət ˌsʌmθɪŋ/
have excellent taste /hæv ˌeksələnt ˈteɪst/
indifferent to /ɪnˈdɪfərənt tə/
insist on /ɪnˈsɪst ɒn/
passionate believer (in sth) /ˌpæʃənət bəˈliːvə ɪn/
regard sb as /rɪˈɡɑːd ˌsʌmbɒdi əz/
set (yourself) high standards /set jɔːˌself haɪ ˈstændədz/
supportive /səˈpɔːtɪv/
take a keen interest in sth /teɪk ə kiːn ˈɪntrəst ɪn ˌsʌmθɪŋ/
take pride (in sth) /teɪk ˈpraɪd ɪn ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

P 
carry out (a task) /kæri ˌaʊt ə ˈtɑːsk/
draw up (a list) /drɔː ˌʌp ə ˈlɪst/
fall apart /fɔːl əˈpɑːt/
look down on sb /lʊk ˈdaʊn ɒn ˌsʌmbɒdi/
look up to sb /lʊk ˈʌp tə ˌsʌmbɒdi/
make up one’s mind /meɪk ʌp wʌnz ˈmaɪnd/
start off /stɑːt ˈɒf/
tick sth off /tɪk ˌsʌmθɪŋ ˈɒf/
wear out /weə ˈaʊt/

Q 
1 Complete the table with antonyms.
ADJECTIVE

1
2
3
4
5
6

OPPOSITE ADJECTIVE

reliable
sincere
responsible
mature
literate
loyal

2 Answer the questions and complete the sentences.

1 What can you do with your shoulders?
a stutter
b shrug
c stare
2 If people are afraid or cold, they
a tremble.
b frown.
c lean back.
3 People with a speech defect may
a whisper.
b yell.
c stutter.
4 If you can multi-task, you are
a efficient.
b gullible.
c impartial.
5 Which two adjectives can be made into nouns
using the suffix -ity?
a mature
b honest
c sensitive
6 Which two of these mean ‘unhappy’?
a wretched
b elated
c gloomy
7 Which two of these mean ‘very frightened’?
a petrified
b terrified
c thrilled
8 What word completes all three sentences?
He’s got a good _ for science.
I can’t get my _ around it.
The praise has gone to his _.
9 Which preposition fits all four sentences?
They complimented me _ my work.
She’s focused _ her studies.
He insisted ___ going with us.
She’s _ my mind all the time.
10 What verb fits both sentences?
She _ an interest in her children’s
sporting achievements.
He _ pride in his work.
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R E A D I N G
1 In groups, look at the pictures and say what
you know about these fictional characters.
2 Read and choose which statement 1–3 best
summarises the article.
1 It gives a detailed description of historical
figures who inspired fictional characters.
2 It describes fictional characters who seem real.
3 It looks at the lives of famous authors.

Fictional

3 Read again and say if the sentences are true
or false.

1 We know exactly who the character
of Robin Hood is based on.
2 Conan Doyle predicted some new
methods of solving crimes.
3 It is possible that the character of
Alice was based on a real person.
4 Helen Fielding got the idea for the
character of Bridget Jones from a true
story in a newspaper.

y
y
y
y

4 Match the works of fiction in the table with
their authors and the literary genres below.
Some works may belong to more than one
genre.
Tıtle

Author Genre(s)

Pride and Prejudice (1813)
Oliver Twist (1837–39) &
A Christmas Carol (1843)
Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland (1865)
The Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes (1892)
Peter Pan (1911)
The Spy Who Loved Me
(James Bond) (1962)
Bridget Jones’s Diary (1996)
Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone (1997)

Authors
Jane Austen J.M. Barrie Lewis Carroll
Arthur Conan Doyle Charles Dickens
Helen Fielding Ian Fleming J.K. Rowling
Literary Genres
Adventure Children’s Crime Fantasy Horror
Humour Mystery Romance Science Fiction
Short stories Spy Thriller
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FAMOUS NAMES FROM FICTION

T

hey are famous. Some are so realistic that many people
believe they actually existed. Others are characters who
represent a distinct personality type. They are from the world
of fiction, but they seem larger than life.
Robin Hood
We know a lot about Robin Hood. He lived in Sherwood
Forest with his band of ‘merry men’. A brilliant archer and
swordsman, he robbed the rich and gave to the poor. His
sweetheart was Maid Marian; his arch-enemy the Sheriff of
Nottingham. He supported King Richard the Lionheart against
his evil brother Prince John. Yes, we know a lot about Robin
Hood... even though he probably never lived. He is a creation
of ballads and stories dating from as long ago as the fourteenth
century. In some he’s a common man; in others an aristocrat.
In some he’s from Nottinghamshire; in others from Yorkshire.
In some he fights for the Anglo-Saxons against the Normans,
who conquered England in 1066; in others he’s nothing more
than an outlaw. However, one thing is sure. In every story or
film about him Robin Hood is a hero.
Sherlock Holmes
He is an honorary fellow of the prestigious Royal Society of
Chemistry. His work inspired techniques that are used by
forensic scientists today. Many people have written to him
requesting help in solving crimes. You can even visit his house
at 221B Baker Street. However, Sherlock Holmes never walked
the streets of London. He is a fictional character created by Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle in 1887. Without doubt the most famous
detective in literature, Holmes uses science and logic, meticulous
observations and the power of deduction to find answers to the
most puzzling criminal cases. As he says in A Study in Scarlet
‘When you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains,
however improbable, must be the truth’. Holmes features in
four novels and fifty-six short stories and has been portrayed by
seventy-five actors in over two hundred films.
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L I S T E N I N G
5

CD2·17 Listen and choose the fictional
characters the callers find most real to them.

Elizabeth Bennet James Bond Mr Darcy
Hermione Granger Sherlock Holmes Peter Pan
Harry Potter Ebenezer Scrooge Oliver Twist
Ron Weasley

Literary
Characters
Alice
No one could imagine
that Lewis Carroll’s
Alice is a real person. Her Adventures in Wonderland (1865)
and Through the Looking Glass (1871) are far too strange for
anyone to believe they really happened. After all characters like
a worried white rabbit with a watch, a Mad Hatter enjoying
a permanent tea party, and a Queen who thinks the answer
to every problem is to cut off someone’s head are not part of
our everyday lives, fortunately. And yet the curious little girl
who can’t resist poking her nose in where it doesn’t belong
seems so familiar we feel we know her personally. Perhaps it is
because Alice may have been inspired by a real person, Alice
Liddell, the daughter of some friends of Carroll’s. Or perhaps
it’s because it is simply a wonderfully accurate description of
a typical little girl.
Bridget Jones
Literature still continues to create people that we all recognise
or even identify with. A recent example is Bridget Jones, who
was created by writer Helen Fielding in a newspaper column
in 1995. She features in two best-selling novels, Bridget
Jones’s Diary and Bridget Jones, the Edge of Reason which
were both made into hugely successful films starring Renée
Zellweger, Hugh Grant and Colin Firth. Bridget is the typical
thirty-something single woman trying to cope with life and
desperately looking for love. In her diary she writes her New
Year resolutions: to eat and drink less and to stop smoking. She
breaks them one by one, has problems at work, and falls in and
out of love. Why is she so popular? Perhaps it’s just because she
is imperfect and seems so real, so like people we know in our
own lives. r

Caller 1
Caller 2
Caller 3
Caller 4
Caller 5
6

_&_
_
_
_
_

CD2·17 Listen again and match callers
1–5 with sentences a–f. There is one extra
sentence.
a Caller _ changed the way he/she spoke to
sound like a fictional character.
b Caller _ has never read any of the books
featuring his/her favourite character.
c Caller _ mentions a character whose name
has entered the English language.
d Caller _ says his/her favourite character
reminds him/her of his/her younger self.
e Caller _ stopped reading fiction when he/
she was a child.
f Caller _ would love to be able to do
something impossible.

7 Answer the questions in groups.
1 Which books featuring the characters from
this lesson have you read? What did you think
of them?
2 What literary genres do you prefer?
3 Which novels / short stories have you enjoyed
the most?
4 Who are your favourite fictional characters?
5 Have you seen any films featuring these
characters? What did you think of them?
6 Do you generally prefer the book or the film of
the same story? Give examples.

Word bank
forensic scientist /fəˈrensɪk ˈsaɪəntɪst/
meticulous /mɪˈtɪkjʊləs/
outlaw /ˈaʊtlɔː/
swordsman /sɔːdzmən/

LEA_Culture_Pages.indd 159

159

11-09-28 13:29

